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The aim of this short brief is to raise
awareness within the scientific moorings
community of current marine law and
environment policy relating to the deployment
of this capability.
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Scientific Moorings and MSR
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Eastern Boundary — Rapid Mooring
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Impact of UNCLOS Article 76 Scientific Moorings

Contiguous 1 nautical mile (M) = 1852m
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¢ | Limited enforcement | Art. 234
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Seal I [UNCLOS PART VIl Arts. 86 to 120]
|
I To a maximum of 350M from the TSB or
I UNCLOS PART Xill 100M beyond the 2500m isobath,
whichever is the greatest
|| Art. 246 (3) *FN1 ]

Sovereign rights to the water column I Sovereignrightsto |
and continental shelf | the continental shelf |

No National rights

*Footnote 1 - only applies where the coastal state has had a successful claim
under Article 76 and this claim has been embodied in that coastal states law.
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Impact of UNCLOS Article 76 Scientific Moorings
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PAP Mooring
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Scientific Moorings in the Arctic
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Marine Strategy Framework Directive

25,6, 2008

irraal of the Europesn Union !

DIRECTIVES

DIRECTIVE 2008/56/EC OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL
of 17 june 2008

establishing a framework for community action ia the feld

marine eavironmental policy (Masine

Strategy Framework Directive)

[ext with EEA rekevance}

THE EURDPEAN FARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCIL OF THE
FUROPEAN US0N.

Mavirg regend w0 the Tremy estsblisking the Eoropean
Community, and kn pardcule Anide 175(1) thereal

m the

Haviog regand w ropenal

Hnl"c eepard 1o the opisson of the European Econcaic amd

Hariog regand 10 the opinion of the Committee of the
Regios (7],

In scondamce with the procobue lod do
the Treary ("L

Wherea:

(1) Marie waeers usder the severeigney and jussuliasion of
Member States of the Earopen Union indude waters in
the Medserranean Sea, the Balric Sea, the Black Ses and
the Northtas Adantic Ooman induding the wates
surrounding the Azores, Madeira and the Canary Islinds.

@ b is evident that pressure on natural marine resoarces
and the demand for marine ecological services are often
to high and that 1he Comemnity needs o raduce iy

[ O C 185, 1852008, . 20.
{4 O C 204, 295.2008 p. 5
% Opision Euran Parlizment of 14 November 3006 0] €
41 1l Comemon Posison of 213 by
o ojc B E 1103007 11 and Pk o e £
Parliament of 11 December X not yet pubilshed in the Official
Jowrmull. Council Decasion of 14 May 2008

impacs om marine waters regandless of where their efocts

(3 The marine envitonment i a peeciou heritape that st
be protested, prescrved and, where practicable, reswored
with the ultims ty Bhodvenay snd
providing diverse and dymaric ccram and scas which
am « hediby snd producive, In that repect. this
Directive should, inter alla, promoate the itegration of
cirommenal conddersom i aF clovant policy
ares and deliver the environmental pilar of the fwure

e policy for the European L

e abm of masines

4 In line with Decision No 1 600/200
Parlument and of the Co
down the Sixth Community
Programene (%, a themasc str
e pa—
develoed with the overdll aim of prometing susizinable
e of the weas and comervig marie ecosyRmA

ol

(5 The deveopment and implementation of the
sirssegy should be simed # the conseranion

that have an fmpact on the marine environment.

{6 The etablichment of matine protecsed aress, including
arem skeady designaed o to be devgnated wder
Councll Dircaive F2M4IEEC of 21 My 1992 on the

coenervation of matural habitas and of wild fisna and

flosa (%) thereinafter refermed o as the Mabitats Directive),

Councll Directive OAEEC of 3 Apsil 1978 on the

comervation of wild bisds %) {hercinalter referred 1o a5

the “Hirds Direczive), and umi
agreements w0 which the

Member States concened are Farties, is an imponant

coenribution o the ad

satus, under this Directiv

1% O] L 242, 1092002,

STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2010 No.
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

The Marine Strategy Regulations 2010

Madde ses
Laid befiore Prrliamens ses
Coming into force Lith July 2010
The Sesretary of Stats is designatedia) for the priposes of making Regulations wndsr sestion 2(2)

of, and paragraph 1A of Schedule 2 10, the European Communities Act 1972(b) in relation to the
enviromuen.

Ir appears 1o the Secretary of State that it is expediemt for references to Annexes L IIL IV or V of
Directive 200826 EC of the Ewopean Parliament and of the Council of 17th June 2008
establishing a framework for Community action in the field of marine environmental policy(c) to
b constrised a8 a reference to those provisions as amended from tine to time.

The Secretary of State makes these Regulations in exercise of the powers conferred by that
sechion.

PART 1

Preliminary and interpretation

Citation, commencement and application

1.—{1) These Regnlations may be cited as the Marine Stategy Regulations 2010 and come
into force on 1%th July 2010,

(2) These Regulations apply oaly in relation 10 the nuine strategy area,

Tnterpretation
2.—{1) In these Regulations—
“haselme™ means the baseline from which the breadih of the termitorial sea is measured:
the Water Framework Directive (and set owt in Part

“constal water™ has the meaning given by

3 of Schedule 2):

(a) 61 3008301
) 1972.. 8. Under sction 3101)ofthe Scetand Act(¢40) desp e st 0 Scotush Mimeryof eactions i rescion
o in pelaticn - o
of State n pelatics 1o ..u.-..:., Thave chligations coatisats 83 T amrwcitsble by e Secoetary of $eote as regart

Scottawd
[€) DILNa 168 250608, p 10

National Oceanography
Centre, Southampton

UNIVEREITY OF SOUTHAMFTON AND
MATURAL ENYIRONHMINT RESEARCH COUMNCH




Scientific Moorings — Legal Regime

Marine Strategy Framework Directive

Good Environmental Status

5. ‘good environmental status’ means the environmental status
of marine waters where these provide ecologically diverse
and dynamic oceans and seas which are clean, healthy and
productive within their intrinsic conditions, and the use of
the marine environment is at a level that is sustainable,
thus safeguarding the potential for uses and activities by
current and future generations, i.e.:
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Marine Strategy Framework Directive

Qualitative descriptors for determining good environmental status

1. Biological diversity is maintained. The quality and occurrence of habitats and the
distribution and abundance of species are in line with prevailing physiographic,
geographic and climatic conditions.

2. Non-indigenous species introduced by human activities are at levels that do not
adversely alter the ecosystems,

3. Populations of all commercially exploited fish and shellfish are within safe biclogical
limits, exhibiting a population age and size distribution that is indicalive of a healthy
stock.

4. All elements of the marine food webs, to the extent that they are known, occur at
normal abundance and diversity and levels capable of ensuring the long-term
abundance of the species and the retention of their full reproductive capacity.

5. Human-induced eutrophication is minimised, especially adverse effects thereof, such
as losses in biodiversity, ecosystem degradation, harmful algae blooms and oxygen
deficiency in bottom waters.

6. Sea floor integrity is at a level that ensures that the structure and functions of the
ecosystems are safeguarded and benthic ecosystems, in particular, are not
adversely affected.

7. Permanent alteration of hydrographical conditions does not adversely affect marine
ecosystems.

8. Concentrations of contaminants are at levels not giving rise to pollution effects.

9. Contaminants in fish and other seafood for human consumption do not exceed levels
established by Community legislation or other relevant standards.

10. Properties and quantities of marine litter do not cause harm to the coastal and marine
environment.

11. Introduction of energy, including underwater noise, is at levels that do not adversely
affect the marine environment.
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Marine and Coastal Access Bill 2009 — Licensing Regime

onsultation on secondary legislation for
ngland and Wales under the Marine and

oastal Access Bill: Part 4 Marine
icensing

ing cence spplication and decision making procedunes;

Deposit of any scientific instrument or associated Lz Ds'tﬁf I s sel
; : X .~ (Exemptions) Order 1985
equipment (otherwise than for the purpose of disposal) In
i ; LT ; 323
connection with scientific experiment or survey.
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Marine and Coastal Access Bill 2009 — Licensing Regime

=
E—

Coverage

The licensing regime under the Bill will apply to activities conducted in territorial
waters around England, Wales and Northern Ireland and for all UK waters beyond 12
nautical miles as measured from the baseline of the territorial sea’.

! Certain activities done or controlled from British vessels, aircrafts or structures will be licensable
anywhere at sea and not just UK waters (see clause 66)
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Marine and Coastal Access Bill 2009 — Licensing Regime

www. defra.gov.uk

Government response to the consultation

on secondary legislation for England and
ales under the Marine and Coastal

Access Bill: Part 4 Marine Licensing

Marine licence application and decision making procedures;
appaals agalnst lleensing decisions: and axemplions from
marine lfcansing.
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Marine and Coastal Access Bill 2009 — Licensing Regime

delre

Government Response

The Government welcomes the strong support there was for taking the current exemptions
under FEPA and CPA as the starting point. However, we recognise that we cannot simply
reproduce the existing exemptions. The marine licence will combine and extend the scope of
FEPA and CPA consents. The Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 also introduces a test
that exemptions must meet so that the licensing authority must consider marine licensing
exemptions in the light of the need:

to protect human health and the environment;

to prevent interference with other legitimate uses of the sea; and

National Oceanography
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Marine and Coastal Access Bill 2009 — Licensing Regime
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delre

There were some modifications suggested fo existing FEPA exemptions to include the
deployment of autonomous scientific monitoring systems, powered and unpowered; to cover
the surface water outfall pipes on estuarine riverbanks; and to include horizontal drilling
entirely below the seabed from onshore.

One respondent wanted an exemption to capture scientific monitoring and investigation of
the seafloor, overlaying water column, immediate subsurface of the seabed etc. This is
usually limited in duration and scale while longer term monitoring by moored instruments has
minimal impacts.
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Marine and Coastal Access Bill 2009 — Licensing Regime

www. defra.gov.uk

Consultation on marine plan areas within
the English Inshore and English
Offshore Marine Regions.
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Marine and Coastal Access Bill 2009 — Planning Regime

MARINE PLAN AREAS FOR ENGLISH INSHORE AND OFFSHORE REGIONS
Defra, November 2009
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